The Movement in Favour of a New Culture : Progressive   129
Of course, he knew that religion has social implications.
Apart from Iqbal's own passionate social sympathies, all
Muslims at times must think of religion in terms of a com-
munity. Islam has almost never withdrawn from society, to
concern itself exclusively with that non-existent 'other world'
into whose bottomless emptiness many religions have been
content to pour themselves. The opening words of Iqbal's
Rumuz i Bekhudi are :
For the individual to be bound to society is a blessing;
It is* in community that his worth is perfectedST;
and again he wrote:
The isolated individual is forgetful of higher ends;
His strength to disintegration is inclined.18
Community life supplies each person with the brake and
control of other persons, and from this clash of individual
with individual and from the constant struggle comes activity
and growth. A hermit is a heretic.
Iqbal had a vision of an ideal society, worth striving for.
But he never quite decided whether this ideal society was a
romantic world-Utopia, to be Muslim in the sense of embody-
ing the ideals and values of religion as he conceived it; or
the empirical Muslim community as the Government of India
census recognizes it. In fact, he confused the two. The
idealist mode of thinking, which he sometimes criticized but
never abandoned, led him to suppose that the two societies
were identical, or were likely to become so. In either case,
he delineated the major aspects of a society which would be
Utopian in the usual (and rather negative) sense. There
would be in it no aggressive wars, no colour or race or class
or national distinctions, no beggars or unemployed. It would
be permeated by the spirit of brotherhood, social service,
and a spiritual warmth.
Above all, the ideal society of the future will consist of
strong personalities. In this Iqbal was chiefly interested.
Because he did not understand the determinative influ-